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I.  Congressional Updates:  

 

 On Friday, October 21st Librarian of Congress Dr. Carla 

Hayden announced the removal of Maria Pallante as 

Register of Copyrights. Pallante was given a new position 

as senior adviser for digital strategy, but declined the 

position and resigned effective October 29th. Karyn 

Temple Claggett, previously Associate Register of 

Copyrights, will now serve as Acting Register of 

Copyrights. Following the announcement, House 

Judiciary Chairman Goodlatte (R-VA) and Ranking 

Member Conyers (D-MI) released a joint statement 

saying they were “saddened” by the news and stressed 

that the next Register should be “dedicated to protecting 

creative rights and modernizing the Copyright Office.” 

Senator Hatch (R-UT), the senior member and former 

Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, issued a 

statement as well, thanking Maria Pallante for her service 

and saying that her resignation “underscores the 

longstanding challenges associated with housing the 

Copyright Office in the Library of Congress.” Keith 

Kupferschmid, CEO of the Copyright Alliance, released a 

statement recognizing Pallante’s “commitment to 

evidence-driven policymaking.” He also expressed the 

Copyright Alliance’s commitment to assisting in the 

search for a new Register. Read more here. Read 

Pallante’s resignation letter here.  

 

 Last Friday, Rep. Heck (D-WA) announced his 

opposition to the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) saying 

that while President Obama negotiated “much better 

language” than previous trade agreements, “especially on 

intellectual property,” he expressed doubt about the 

effective enforcement of the deal. “In fact,” Heck said “I 

think it is time to hit both the pause and the reset buttons 
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on trade agreements and to truly rethink how we approach this.” Read more here.  

 

 On Wednesday, Democratic Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton said that the $85.4 

billion AT&T-Time Warner deal warrants “through analysis” from regulators. “Look I think 

it raises questions and concerns and they should be looked into,” Clinton said, adding that 

she will follow the proposed merger “closely.” In related news, Sens. Lee (R-UT) and 

Klobuchar (D-MN), Chairman and Ranking Member, respectively, of the Senate Judiciary 

antitrust subcommittee announced the panel would “carefully examine” the merger. The 

hearing is set to be held on December 7th.  

 

 On Thursday, Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-IA) expressed 

support for the TPP during a forum with Iowa business leaders. He said, “at least from an 

agricultural standpoint, I think it’s a very good agreement,” adding that “it may be a very 

good agreement in manufacturing and services”. Grassley went on to say that he will study 

the TPP further when it comes before Congress, and mentioned that he does have concerns 

about intellectual property protections and currency manipulation. As for the deal’s 

prospects, Grassley said, “I see a tough road ahead of it right now.” Read more here. 

II. Judicial Updates:  

 

 On Tuesday, the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New York ruled that companies and 

music publishers that once formed part of EMI Group could pursue additional copyright 

infringement claims against the now-defunct online music storage firm MP3Tunes. In 

2014, a federal jury ordered MP3Tunes’ founder Michael Robertson to pay the EMI 

companies $48.1 million, a sum that was later reduced to $12.2 million by Judge William 

Pauley. In Tuesday’s ruling, the three judge panel rejected Pauley’s “narrow definition of 

‘repeat infringer’ as only covering users who upload infringing content, rather than ones 

who downloaded songs for personal entertainment.” Read more here.  

 

III. Administration Updates:   

  

 On Thursday, Secretary of Commerce Penny Pritzker discussed the importance of the TPP 

in an interview with the Los Angeles Times, saying that there are serious economic, 

national security, and U.S. leadership consequences if the deal isn’t ratified. “TPP is an 

agreement that the United States has really been leading and if we don’t finish it, why are 

these countries going to continue to engage with us in the same way?” Pritzker said, adding 

that “competition is not standing still” in the region. Read more here.  

 

 In a Newsweek article posted on Thursday, President Obama addressed why the TPP is so 

controversial, saying “the answer reflects a larger paradox we’re facing today—including 

some misconceptions about the effects of globalization, technology, past trade agreements, 

as well as some misunderstandings about the TPP itself.” In the article, President Obama 

underlines that trade agreements are going to happen in Asia “whether the TPP passes or 

not,” adding “So the question is: Do we want that trade to be driven by American rules and 

American values? Or do we want the rules of the road written without us?” Read more 

here.  
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IV. International Updates: 

 

 This week, the UK’s Intellectual Property Office (IPO) announced a call for comments on 

the European Commission’s draft legislation to modernize the European copyright 

framework. The call for comments reads: “We would welcome your views on the costs and 

benefits of these proposals, and suggestions for how the language of the proposed 

legislation can be improved.” The deadline for submitting comments is December 6, 2016. 

Read more here.  

 

V.  Industry Updates: 

  

 The second version of Kim Dotcom’s Megaupload, which is expected to launch in January 

2017, will use third-party providers such as Maidsafe and Storj for file hosting. 

Additionally, Megaupload will not provide a direct delete tool for copyright holders, 

instead manually processing and checking rightsholders’ requests. Read more here. 

 

 Cisco has developed a platform that automatically shuts down live pirate streams. The 

platform, called the Streaming Piracy Prevention (SPP) platform, takes down pirate streams 

without anyone having to send a takedown notice. Cisco argues that “traditional takedown 

mechanisms” such as sending legal notices are ineffective because often “there is nobody 

to send a notice to” and “escalating to infrastructure providers” can be a slow process. The 

service, which Cisco developed with UK content protection company Friend MTS, uses 

watermarks embedded into distributor feeds to identify and take down streams. Read more 

here. 

 

 UK music industry group BPI (British Phonographic Industry) recently reported its 250 

millionth infringing link to Google. BPI says that they report approximately three million 

infringing links each week. BPI Chief Executive Geoff Taylor said, “the fact that BPI alone 

has now sent a quarter of a billion notices to Google…demonstrates that there is a major 

problem underlying the UK digital economy.” Taylor has also pressed the UK Parliament 

to pass the Digital Economy Bill, which requires search engines to do more to combat 

piracy. Read more here.  

 

 POLITICO is reporting this week that the AFL-CIO has sent a letter to FCC Chairman 

Tom Wheeler asking the FCC to release the full text of its set-top box proposal. The letter 

states that the proposal “as originally outlined would upend the current content delivery 

system, potentially leading to fewer resources to invest in quality programming, the 

network, and the people who create and produce content and who build, maintain, and 

service the networks.” It further argues that “the middle class Americans who depend on 

copyright protections to earn family-supporting pay…deserve a voice in the process.”. The 

AFL-CIO’s Department for Professional Employees (DPE) also sent Wheeler a letter 

asking for the release of the full text of the proposal. The DPE’s letter states that the “rules 

governing set-top boxes substantially affect the livelihood of people working in the 

entertainment industry. The women and men who contribute both on and off-screen to the 

success of creative content depend on copyright protections to earn fair wages and benefits. 

Sacrificing copyright protections in the name of set-top box competition could upend the 

economic security of middle-class Americans who work in the entertainment industry.” 
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